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Course Objectives

● Define common terms

● Determine the differences in language development
○ Gestalt versus analytical processing 

● Different ways people communicate

● Know when to refer for services

● Where the services are available 

● Ways to support language development at home

● Current trends in neurodiversity affirming practices



Definitions

● Receptive Language: what a person 

understands

● Expressive Language: how a person uses 

language to express themselves

● Articulation: specific speech sounds

● Phonology: the sound patterns of speech for 

a specific language

● Semantics: words (vocabulary)

● Morphology: word patterns 

● Syntax: sentence structure 

● Pragmatics: social uses of language 



Language Development: Analytic Language Development 

1. Coos
2. Babbles
3. Single Words
4. Word Combos
5. Phrases
6. Sentences 

Brown’s Stages of Language 
Development

Bowen, C. (2016, February)



ASHA (2024)



Language Development: Analytic Continued 

Merritt, D. D. (2016, February)



Language Development: Gestalt Language Processing

Lee, K. (2022, January)



Language Development: Natural Language Acquisition

Blanc, M. (2024)



Identifying Language Learning Styles

● Are they scripting from TV shows or movies?

● Do they repeat what they hear either immediately or delayed?

● Do they struggle with imitation skills?

● Some kiddos are a mix of both analytical and gestalt language processing, 

which can make it difficult to figure out what they are trying to say

● Sometimes they have concommincant motor speech disorders, such as 

Childhood Apraxia of Speech which further complicates things

Blanc, M. (2024)



Building Blocks for Language 

How do I support Gestalt Language processors?

● Record their scripts/echoics throughout the day and environments to figure 

out what they are using and in what contexts
○ Maybe they are using “I want recess” everytime they need to go outside

● Try to figure out the pattern
○ What scripts are seeming to be used to protest, request, or comment?

● Figure out what stage of gestalt processing they are in

● Model expanded scripts, more contextually appropriate scripts, and recast 

what they are saying in a more grammatically complex way

Blanc, M. (2024)



Different Types of Communication

ALL COMMUNICATION IS VALID AND SHOULD BE HONORED!

● Pre-intentional (not under the control of the individual)- reflects states such 

as hungry, thirsty 
○ Up to the caregiver to interpret 

● Intentional behavior (under the control of the individual)- Caregivers interpret 

the individual’s needs and wants from behaviors such as body movements, 

facial expressions, vocalizations, and eye contact/gaze

Rowland C, Fried-Oken M. (2010)



Different Types of Communication

● Unconventional Communication (used intentionally to communicate)- pre-

symbolic because they do not involve any sort of symbol; they are 

unconventional because they are not socially acceptable as the individual 

grows older
○ Includes body movements, vocalizations, facial expressions, and simple gestures (such as 

tugging on people)

● Conventional Communication (Pre-symbolic behaviors used intentionally to 

communicate)- they are more socially acceptable than unconventional 

communication methods
○ Includes pointing, nodding or shaking the head, waving, hugging, and looking from a person to 

a desired object.

Rowland C, Fried-Oken M. (2010)



Different Types of Communication

● Concrete Symbols (physically resembles what they represent)- look like, feel 

like, and move like or sound like what they represent
○ Includes pictures, objects (such as shoelace represents shoe), iconic gestures (such as 

patting a chair to say sit down) and sounds (such as making a buzzing sound to mean bee)

● Abstract Symbols (speech, manual sign, braille, written words)- used to 

communicate, but not similar to what they represent
○ Used one at a time

● Language (combined symbols according to grammatical rules)- two to three 

word combinations
○ The meaning of symbol combinations may differ depending upon how the symbols are 

ordered

Rowland C, Fried-Oken M. (2010)



Different Types of Communication

● Speaking
○ Voiced speech

● Sign language
○ Manual signs

● Non-Speaking
○ non-oral/non-vocal/minimally-speaking

○ Encompasses non-verbal speech and alternative and augmentative communication options

● The term “non-verbal” is going out as it means “without words” and no child is 

truly ever without words
○ Also there are many forms of non-verbal communication that everyone engages in daily 

besides words

Riggs, C. (2021, November)



When to Refer

● 6-9 months 
○ Lack of gestures or attenuating to the speech of others 

○ No repetitive babbling

● 12 months 
○ Difficulty understanding speech and following simple directions 

● 16-18 months
○ No words or a limited vocabulary 

○ Use of vowels primarily with few or no consonant sounds

● 24-26 months
○ Lack of combining words 

● 3 years
○ Echoes words/phrases, many errors in sentences

○ Leaving out consonants or unclear speech 

Cincinnati Children’s (2024)



When to Refer

● Fluency Concerns
○ Involuntary repetitions, hesitations, prolongations, blocks or disruptions during speech

○ Tension during speech or abnormal movements such as jerking or forceful eye blinking

○ Fear and embarrassment about speaking

● Voice/Resonance Concerns
○ Chronically hoarse, harsh, breathy or raspy voice quality

○ Speaks really softly or in an unnatural pitch 

○ Increased hypo-hyper nasality when speaking 

● Feeding/Swallowing Concerns
○ Difficulty swallowing solids/liquids

○ Difficulty with drinking from a cup or chewing foods

○ Avoidance of certain food types and/or textures

○ Choking, coughing, and gagging when feeding

Cincinnati Children’s (2024)



When to Refer: Social Skills

● Trouble with using language for different functions
○ Greeting, informing, demanding, promising, and requesting

● Difficulty with changing language to match the listener or situation
○ Communicating with a baby differently than an adult

○ Communicating at home different than in public

○ Not providing enough information about a topic or too much information about a topic

● Struggles with following the rules for conversations and story telling 
○ Taking turns both talking and listening

○ Letting others know the topic when you start talking

○ Staying on topic

○ Using communication repair strategies when not understood

○ Using non-verbal cues appropriately such as body language and eye contact

○ Knowing how close to stand to someone when talking 

ASHA (2024)



Where Services are Available

● Birth-3 
○ Early Start (Regional Center)

○ Department of Developmental Services

● 3-6
○ Child-find

○ School Districts and SELPA

● 6+ 
○ School Districts 

*Private Practice and Insurance options available at all ages depending on the 

insurance plan and criteria for coverage 

California DDS (2024)

https://youtu.be/VMCj9SCtEU0


Ways to Promote Language at Home

● Reading
○ Ask open ended questions 

○ Use voices for different characters and feelings

● Music
○ Sing songs throughout the day that match the activity or make them up

● Modeling
○ Narrate what you are doing as you are doing it

○ Model appropriate phrases in the appropriate contexts

● Set up your environment for success
○ Put things up high

○ Make things harder to open

ASHA (2024)



Screen Time: Recommendations by Age

Johnson, A. (2024) 



Make Screen Time Count

● Children need an average of 40 conversational turns per hour for optimal 

brain development (Gilkerson, J., et. al, 2018)

● Engage with you child during screen time (active versus passive)

● Talk to them about what they are watching

● Put them on a “digital diet” if necessary (Neal, A., 2023)
○ Reduce screen time if needed

○ Showing anger when screens are turned off

○ Preferring screens over people 

● Make sure an AAC device is being used for communication only to reduce 

device abandonment (Criscuola, M., 2019)



Current Trends in Neurodiversity Affirming Practices 

Wise, J.S. (2023)
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